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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)03 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: RCE, filed on 09/20/04. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.3333 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 9-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Presnell et al., US# 6,182,067 B1 in view of Dornbush et al., US# 
6,471 ,521 B1 , and further in view of DeFrancesco et al., US# 6,587,841 B1 . 

As per claims 1 , 9, and 1 1 , Presnell et al. teaches "receiving information input a 
database; organizing items . . . database" (see col. 4, lines 10-44) "using data . . . 
allowing users to access and sort items of information according to selected rating 
criteria . . (see col. 8, lines 31-47). Presnell does not explicitly teach "collecting 
ratings and comments associated . . .". Dornbush et al. "collecting ratings and 
comments associated . . ." (see fig. 4 — sheet 8 of 22 and col. 10, lines 55-67). It would 
have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
combined the teachings of Dornbush and Presnell above, because using the steps of 
"collecting ratings and comments associated . . ." would have given those skilled in the 
art the tools to measure the relevancy of data received from a data via ratings and 
comments regarding the data. This gives users the advantage of receiving information 
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relevant data based on input by users who are familiar with that data. Presnell et al. 
does not explicitly teach "allowing users to locate and access selected items of 
information in a graphic display format ... a side-by-side display . . .choices of what to 
believe . . .". DeFrancesco et al. teaches "allowing users to locate and access selected 
items of information in a graphic display format ... a side-by-side display . . .choices of 
what to believe . . ." (see paragraphs [[0121] and [0125]-[0126]). It would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined 
the teachings of Presnell and DeFrancesco et al., because using the steps of "allowing 
users to locate and access selected items of information in a graphic display format . . . 
a side-by-side display . . .choices of what to believe . . .", would have given those skilled 
in the art the tools to display information about data in numerous layouts. This give 
users the advantage of receiving data of various types in a more efficient manner. 

As per claim 2, Presnell et al. teaches "adding content, multi-criteria ratings and 
comment . . ." (see col. 9, lines 55-67 and col. 10, lines 1-17). 

As per claim 3, Presnell et al. teaches "displaying rating scores for each item . . 
(see col. 16, lines 43-67). 

As per claim 5, Presnell et al. teaches "constraining the input according to 
subject and topic classification choices made by user prior to contributing content" (see 
col. 18, lines 4-39). 

As per claims 6-7, Presnell et al. teaches "graphic symbols for representing the 
aggregate rating scores for each criteria . . ." (see col. 16, lines 40-65). 
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As per claim 10, Presnell et al. teaches "the graphic display format provides a 
display of other comments providing additional information . . ." (see col. 3, lines 14-56). 

As per claim 12, Presnell et al. teaches "displaying the level of support for an 
item of information . . ." (see abstract). 

As per claims 13-14, Presnell et al. teaches "selected rating criteria . . . weighted 
combinations . . ." (see col. 4, lines 16-67). 

As per claims 15-17, Presnell et al. teaches "selected personal preferences 
indicating the importance of each rating criteria . . ." (see col. 16, lines 46-67). 

As per claim 18, Presnell et al. teaches "allowing users to search on a given 
subject . . ." (see col. 15, lines 20-55). 

As per claims 19-21 , Presnell et al. teaches "allowing users to add new subject . . 
. knowledge base" (see col. 18, lines 2-17). 

As per claim 22, Presnell et al. teaches "allowing content . . . comment feedback" 
(see col. 3, lines 39-63). 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alford W. Kindred whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4037. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:00 am- 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PA(R system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alford W. Kindred 
Patent Examiner 
Tech Ctr. 2100 



